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[bookmark: _GoBack]RE Lesson One: Religion and Science: Two windows?

Aim(s)
· To stimulate and enable students to consider the relationship between religion and science, including the extent to which they are compatible or are in conflict.
· To encourage and enable students to critically reflect upon their own relationships to, and understandings of, religion and science. 

Suggested content (to be adapted as appropriate for the specific learners/class being taught)

Stimulus/starter
Students initially consider responses to the following individually, then in pairs, and then in whole class discussion, as indicated below.
In 2000, scientist Professor Freeman Dyson was awarded the Templeton Science and Religion prize. In his acceptance speech, he stated:
“Science and religion are two windows that people look through, trying to understand the big universe outside, trying to understand why we are here.”
1. Individually, pupils consider what might be seen through each window.*
2. In pairs, pupils discuss how far Dyson accurately captures how people view the universe. Does it capture the way an atheist might view the universe, for example? Does it capture the way the students view the universe? Can they give examples of how it does and does not capture the way they view the universe? Do they look through alternative windows? 
3. Whole class discussion: In what ways is this metaphor helpful in terms of understanding science and religion, and the relationship between them? In what ways is it unhelpful? Is there an alternative metaphor that would be more helpful? 
*This could be developed into a main activity where pupils are asked to draw, act out and/or write about the view through each window.

Main activity
Part one: In groups, design a diagram which presents:
a) A definition of science
b) A definition of religion
c) The relationship between science and religion (is one more important than the other, are they depicted as separate and distant, for example, or overlapping, or does one sit inside the other, etc.) 
Challenge: You could also try to incorporate the following in your diagram:
d) What we can know and understand through science, if anything
e) What we can know and understand through religion, if anything

Part two: Present your diagram to the class.

Plenary activity
In the same speech, Dyson says: 
“Both views are one-sided, neither is complete. Both leave out essential features of the real world. And both are worthy of respect.”

Reflect upon your diagrams, and those of fellow students, and discuss: 
What does this mean? Do you agree?
What do you think Dyson thinks about religion and science? 
Do these ideas raise any questions for us to consider in future lessons?
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