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RE Lesson Two: Can we survive death?
Aim(s)
· To enable students to consider critically what counts as personhood and which aspects of us could survive death.
· To enable students to explain and evaluate what might count as scientific and religious evidence and arguments for life after death.
Suggested content (to be adapted as appropriate for the specific learners/class being taught)
Stimulus/starter
1. Reflect upon the two windows of science and religion (see lesson one). Look through each window in turn, to answer the question: ‘What is a person?’. 
2. Write at least two or three words describing what a person is (‘personhood’) from the perspective of science. 
3. Write at least two or three words describing personhood from the perspective of religion.
4. What is your definition of personhood? 
Main activities
1. Explain to students that one of the questions raised by belief in life after death is the question of what it is that survives death. This problem is about personhood. What is a person and what aspect(s) of a person could survive death? 
2. Read ‘Who are you?’ from Pojman (2001):

Suppose you wake up tomorrow in a strange room. There are pictures of unfamiliar people on the light blue walls. The furniture in the room is very odd. You wonder how you got here. You remember being in the hospital where you were dying of cancer. Your body was wasting away, and your death was thought to be few days away. Your physician, Dr. Matthews, had kindly given you an extra dose of morphine to kill the pain. “This can’t be,” you think, noting that the date on the calendar is April 1, “for yesterday was January 2nd.” Not quite your normal, alert self, you try to take this all in. “Where have I been all this time?” Suddenly, you see a mirror. You reel back in horror, for it is not your body that you spy in the glass but a large woman’s body. Your colour has altered, and, if you’re male, so has your sex. You have more than doubled your previous normal weight and look 25 years older. You feel tired, confused, and frightened and can scarcely hold back tears of dismay. Soon a strange man, about 45 years of age, comes into your room. “I was wondering when you would waken, Maria,” he says. “The doctor said that I should let you sleep as long as possible, but I didn’t think that you would be asleep two whole days. Anyway, the operation was a success. We had feared that the accident had ended your life. The children and I are so grateful. Jean and John will be home in an hour and will be so happy to see you awake. How do you feel?”

“Can this be a bad joke, and April Fool’s prank?” you wonder. “Who is this strange man, and who am I?” Unbeknownst to you, Dr. Matthews needed a living brain to implant in the head of Mrs. Maria Martin, mother of four children, who had been in a car accident. After arriving at the hospital, her body was kept alive by technology, but her brain was dead. Your brain was in excellent shape but lacked a healthy body. Maria Martin’s body was intact but needed a brain. Being an enterprising brain surgeon, Dr. Matthews saw his chance of performing the first successful brain transplant. Later that day, Matthews breaks the news of your transformation to you. He congratulates you on being the first human to survive a brain transplant and reminds you, just in case you are not completely satisfied with the transformation, that you would have been dead had he not performed the operation. Still dazed by the news, you try to grasp the significance of what has happened to you. You wonder whether you would not be better off dead. The fact that the operation was a success is of little comfort to you, for you’re not sure whether you are you!
(Pojman, L. P. (2001) Philosophy of Religion, Illinois: Waveland Press. Pages 91-92.)

3. In pairs or small groups, ask students to reflect on the starter activity and the excerpt from Pojman, and answer the following questions: 
a. Have ‘you’ survived the brain transplant? If so, have you survived death?
b. What does the narrative suggest about what it means to survive death? What is your response to this?
c. Are you now Maria, or are you the ‘original’ you, or both? 
d. What is a person and what aspect(s) of a person could survive death?
e. What (if anything) would you like to survive of you? Why?
f. What other questions/comments about the nature of personhood and the belief that we can survive death do you have?
Plenary discussion
Should we look to science or religion, or both, to define personhood? Why?
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