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RE Lesson Three: Soul Survivor?
Aim(s)
· To enable students to critically consider, and then establish, criteria for good evidence/argument in relation to the question of whether or not the soul exists.*
*Note, the suggestion here is that students evaluate and establish criteria, rather than answer the question of whether or not they think the soul exists. The thinking behind this is that the students do not simply justify their existing beliefs. 
Suggested content (to be adapted as appropriate for the specific learners/class being taught)
Stimulus/starter
1. Watch ‘Duncan Macdougall - 21 Grams Theory’, YouTube video (4.28 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRlFnl-RJjE
Or, read about the experiment:  http://www.historicmysteries.com/the-21-gram-soul-theory/ 
2. The video tells us that Macdougall attempted to weigh the soul but it does not tell us what the soul is:
a. What do you think the soul is?
b. Do you think Macdougall’s experiment was a good way of finding out about the existence of the soul? Why/Why not?
Main activities
The teacher creates a market place of ideas, with a different resource relating to the existence of the soul on each table. It is suggested that there are about eight tables in the market place (with a balance of resources from philosophy, science, religion(s), etc., and a balance of evidence/arguments in support of/against the existence of the soul.  In small groups, students engage with the resources and ‘buy’ (select) the three that they consider to be the most credible – they should make a note of why. They should also make a note of which resources they consider to be the least credible, and why. Students are then asked to consolidate their ideas and teachers might encourage students to create a table for this. There is a differentiated example in the PowerPoint presentation.
Suggested resources (a range of complexity and length) for the market place are found in the Lesson 3 resource:
Evidence for the existence of the soul:
· YouTube video: EVIDENCE that the SOUL Exists: Pam Reynolds' NEAR DEATH Experience (4.46 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4EztGUHnbs
· Plato on the soul
· John Hick on eschatological principle
· Sacred texts from Abrahamic faiths on belief in the soul
· Hindu belief in the soul in the Chandogya Upanishad
Evidence against the existence of the soul:
· David Hume’s empirical argument 
· Francis Crick against dualism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Buddhist belief in anatta (non-self) 
Plenary
Feedback from market place groups: 
When looking at evidence and arguments about the existence of the soul:
· What are the qualities and characteristics of strong evidence and argument? What kinds of evidence and argument are worthy of serious consideration? Why?
· What are the qualities and characteristics of weak evidence and argument? What kinds of evidence and argument should be rejected? Why?
· How do science and religion affect how you think about these questions?
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