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RE Lesson Five: Seeing is believing?

Aim(s)
· To critically reflect on the question of authority in developing knowledge and belief
· To evaluate the differences and similarities between knowledge and belief

Suggested content (to be adapted as appropriate for the specific learners/class being taught)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stimulus/starter 
· Students are put into pairs (A and B). 
· A is given a copy of the Flammarion Engraving (see Resource for this lesson). 
· A describes the image while B listens. 
· A explains to B what s/he thinks the image means/symbolises while B listens. 
· A shares the copy with B and B comments on how similar/different the image is compared to A’s description. B explains her/his interpretation of the image.
· A and B discuss this process and what it tells them about knowledge.
· Class discussion: remind students that the topic is science and religion and ask students if they have other thoughts about what the image might mean or what it means to them. They can discuss in a pair/small group beforehand.

Main activity/ies
1. Students are asked to define ‘belief’ and ‘knowledge’ in their books. They’re asked to think of times when these are the same and when they’re different. They share their ideas with their partner and the teacher may ask pairs to share their thoughts with the class. 
2. Students discuss in pairs how their understanding of what is real has changed or not changed as they have grown up. The teacher might suggest Father Christmas and 2+3 as a starting point. They can share their discussions as a class.
3. Students are then asked to write their response to: “Who and what tells us what is true and how do we know that it’s true?”
4. Students are asked to choose six main sources of authority (these could be a person, a book, a subject, a group etc) from the following categories: family; friends; school; media; government; faith or non-faith perspective.
5. Students are asked: “How and why might these sources of authority change or remain the same over time?” They discuss in small groups and create a small scene or freeze-frame to present their ideas. These are shown back to the class and the teacher facilitates a class discussion around the students’ ideas.
Silent debate: The following statements are written on large pieces of paper and placed around the room.
· My friends like me
· Miracles are God’s work
· Earthquakes are not God’s fault
· Moral acts are the result of evolution not faith
· The Qur’an contains the words of Allah
· The Big Bang created the universe 15 billion years ago 
· Humans have a duty to care for the Earth
· God created the world
· Religious truths do not change
· Scientific truths are reliable

Groups of students gather around each piece of paper and in silence they write their view on the paper, along with thoughts about the statement. Students are asked to continue moving around the room in silence and add comments in response to other students’ contributions. They’re asked to think about knowledge, belief, authority, change and consistency and they can add others’ as well as their own views. They may also add questions.
After ten or fifteen minutes, students are asked to return to the statement with which they started and discuss the comments and questions that have been written (they can talk now) and share this with the class. The teacher draws out the variety of responses to truth and the nature of truth.

Plenary 
The students are asked to look again at the Flammarion Engraving and to share with a partner what they now think this image means. They are asked the following question to discuss in pairs: 
· What are the advantages and disadvantages to being in either or both worlds?

They then look at the optical illusion of the duck and rabbit and are asked what they see. The teacher takes some feedback. They look at both images on the same slide and are asked to share their responses: 
· How are the images similar? 
· How are they different?
· What can they show us about knowledge and belief?
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