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RE Lesson Six: What is the relationship between science and religion? Does it matter?  
Aim(s)
· To enable students to evaluate the relationship between science and religion, and to reflect critically upon the relevance and importance of that relationship.

Suggested content (to be adapted as appropriate for the specific learners/class being taught)
Stimulus/starter
Science and religion gallery: In advance of the lesson, place a number of statements and images which convey a range of ideas about the relationship between science and religion around the room. These can be from previous lessons for students to reflect on their learning. We also suggest including Einstein’s statement: “Science without religion is lame; religion without science is blind.” 
Play a piece of music, as students walk around the gallery looking at the statements and images. Give students the opportunity to read and look at each piece – it would be ideal if they did this is in silence to help them reflect on the ideas. Stop the music and ask students to stand next to the idea which has the most resonance for them – this could be because they agree strongly, or disagree, or have some other strong reaction. Select some students to share their ideas.

Main activity/ies
[bookmark: _GoBack]In small groups, students work together to reflect upon their learning from previous lessons, and create a representation of the relationship between religion and science. This representation can be in any format the students choose – examples include metaphors, diagrams, drama, speech. All students should demonstrate some of their learning from the previous lessons including their understanding of the variety of views regarding the relationship between science and religion. More able students might be encouraged to critically engage with the different types of evidence and arguments surrounding the various issues and debates they’ve encountered. 
Students present their representations to the class. Presentations should include an explanation of the representation and an account of how easy or difficult it was to agree on a representation.
Plenary
Discuss:
· Is it relevant to study the relationship between science and religion? Is it important? Why? Why not?
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