
South African Science and Religion Forum 

Call for papers 
Theme: Does God evolve? 

 

The discourse between science and religion on the topic of creation/evolution has been ongoing for 
decades. The conversation has hinged on the different understandings of origins. One topic that has 
not been expounded on concerns the question: “Does God evolve?”. Admittedly, this is a question 
that requires theological discussion and may not be of much interest to the natural sciences. How are 
we to make sense of the changing parameters in our understanding of the Doctrine of God? Does God 
change with the passage of time, or is our understanding of God subject to our own evolution (whether 
physically or in understanding)? This collection of papers seeks to create a platform where scholars 
engage these thoughts from different religious convictions, geographic locality, and cultural 
backgrounds. 

Proposals from across disciplines are invited that focus on (but may not be limited to) the following 
themes: 

• History of the Doctrine of God – changing perceptions 
• Theories of beginnings and meaning of life from the natural sciences 
• The subjective nature of theological discourse 
• Doctrine of Revelation and human understanding 
• Divine immutability? 
• Fundamentals in the experience and expression of life 
• Theological reflections on meaning as it relates to anthropology, Doctrine of God, and 

soteriology  

Instructions for submitting proposals 
Proposals, outlining the aim and purpose of the paper need to be submitted in order to participate 
in the SASRF publication. The following guidelines apply: 

• The title and short abstract (100-200 words) can be sent to Prof. Wessel Bentley 
(bentlw1@unisa.ac.za). 

• Final date of submission of proposals: 15 February 2024 
• Confirmation of provisionally accepted papers: 20 February 2024 
• Draft papers submitted to Prof. Wessel Bentley: 10 April 2024 
• In order to facilitate possible publication in a special collection of HTS Theological Studies in 

2024, full papers will be due for submission to HTS Theological Studies by no later than 30 
April 2024. Instructions for upload to the journal will be provided. 

• Cost of publication is for the author’s expense. 

For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. My details are listed below. 

Kind regards 

Prof. Wessel Bentley 

Bentlw1@unisa.ac.za +27823744360 
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